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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 0221 

CORRECTED COPY PARAS TWO AND THREE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EFIN, ECON, OECD, JA 

SUBJECT: PROPOSAL FOR OVERSEAS TRAVEL TAX 

REF: STATE 2855 

1 . EMBASSY EC MINISTER CONVEYED DEBT VIEWS ON TRAVEL/ 

PASSPORT TAX TO DIRGEN ECONOMIC AFFAIRS MOTONO AND TO 
DIRECTOR SECOND NORTH AMERICAN DIVISION OF FOREIGN 
MINISTRY JAN. 7. 

2. THEY SAID THEY WOULD CONVEY FOREIGN MINISTRY'S 
OPPOSITION AND NOTED THAT CURRENT LARGE NUMBER OF 
JAPANESE OVERSEAS TRAVELERZ WOULD PROVIDE NATURAL ALT .IBS. 

MOTONO SOMEWHAT WASPISHLY AVERRED THAT EUROPEANS HAD BEEN HESITANT 
TO GIVE JAPANESE ANY CREDIT FOR EUROPE'S FAVORABLE 
BALANCE IN INVISIBLE TRADE. 

3. FINANCIAL ATTACHE WILL ALSO RAISE SUBJECT AT 
FINANCE MINISTRY. 
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